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SBDM Parent electionS
the eJMS PtO organizes and runs the parent SBDM 
Council member elections. Below is information about 
qualifications and the process. A parent SBDM council 
member shall be a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian of a 
student enrolled in the school during the council member’s 
term of office and cannot be a school employee, a relative 
of an employee at the district administrative offices, or a 
relative of a local Board of Education member. 
The term of office is one year for the SBDM Council. 
Parents of 8th grade students are not eligible to vote in the 
SBDM council election. the parents of 5th grade students 
are eligible to vote in the East Jessamine Middle School 
elections. (If parents have other students at EJMS that are 
not 8th graders, the parents may vote.) A list of nominees 
will be announced in the daily e-mail announcements, 
posted in the school office, and included in a OneCall 
announcement. Parents may nominate themselves or another 

parent with the parent’s consent. Only those who have 
consented to serve shall be eligible for nomination.
A brief résumé with the background and experience of each 
nominee will be shared with parents before the election. 
Nominations are to be e-mailed to our PTO president, 
Candice Travers (candice.travers@jessamine.kyschools.
us) from May 11-18, and voting will take place in the 
EJMS office at school during school hours May 20-22. New 
members will be notified either May 26 or May 27.

Pto officerS noMinationS 
anD electionS
PtO is accepting nominations for President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary. Nominations are to be e-mailed 
to our PTO president, Candice Travers (candice.travers@
jessamine.kyschools.us) from May 11-18, and voting will 
take place in the EJMS office at school during school hours 
May 20-22.  New members will be notified either May 26 or 
May 27.

Looks like spring has finally arrived! I hope that you and your 
family enjoyed spring break. Looking over the last 6 weeks 
of school there is a lot that we will doing. Our focus is on 
making sure that our students are prepared for our state test 
(KPREP) and for final projects/exams in their classes. We will 
be taking the KPREP test the week of May 11 - 15. We ask 
for your help in making sure that your child is present each 
day and ready to do their best on the test. Please review the 
important dates section for upcoming events. Finally, please 
consider being a parent representative on our SBDM Council 
and participating in our PTO as an officer. If we can assist you 
in any way, please contact us and we will do what we can to 
make sure your student gets to school and participates! Have 
a great April!

Important dates to remember:
•  April 20: SBDM Meeting, 6 PM in 

the LMC.
•  April 20: PTO Meeting, 7 PM in the LMC.
•  April 23: School Dental Hygiene (read the information sent 

home – this is a free service if your child qualifies)
•  April 29: Early Release Day. Students are dismissed at 

12:40 PM.
•  May 8:   2nd Annual Matball Tournament.  5:30 PM in the 

EJMS gym.
•  May 11 – 15: KPREP Testing
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by Kathy T. Fields

School-based decision making (SBDM) councils 

present an incredible opportunity for parents to become 

involved in their child’s school and to initiate positive 

change, improving the educational experience for all 

students. SBDM councils have school-level authority 

to make impactful decisions involving curriculum, 

instruction, budget, personnel, and scheduling, as well as 

responsibility for facility-management and student-related 

issues.  School principals, 

along with parent and 

teacher representatives 

elected to serve on the 

council by their respective 

peers, are tasked with 

meeting the needs of each 

and every student.  

SBDM council parent representative elections will 

take place in most of our schools this month or next 

and as outlined by Kentucky law, the elections will be 

conducted by the largest parent organization in the school.  

As a parent, your vote has the potential to dramatically 

impact your child’s education, as those elected will share 

in policy decisions that affect many aspects of student 

learning.  As stakeholders in our district, you have the 

right, as well as the responsibility, to be informed about 

the candidates and their views and to select those who 

will best represent not only your child’s interests, but who 

will also serve the needs of every student in your child’s 

school.  

Participating in our SBDM elections is crucial, but 

there are also other ways that you can become involved.  

Communicate with the parent council members; they 

represent you!   Share feedback and your views on the 

important decisions that they face.  You might also 

consider volunteering as a committee member. All 

schools have committees that work on specific issues 

including curriculum, discipline, and facilities. these 

groups make reports 

and recommendations 

to the SBDM council 

for policy consideration 

and provide a way for 

you to become involved 

on issues that are of 

particular interest to you.  

Or how about running for the SBDM council?  Parents 

can nominate themselves or be nominated by someone at 

the school.  Check with your child’s school for election 

information or contact your school principal with further 

questions.  

Please know that you can make a difference in your 

child’s education.  Decades of research studies show 

that when parents are involved, students have increased 

motivation, improved self-esteem, better attendance and 

higher grades.  When schools and families work together 

to support learning, everyone benefits:  parents become 

empowered,   teacher morale improves, schools are more 

effective and communities grow stronger.   And, most 

importantly, students perform better in school and in life. 

SBDM Councils – School-Based, Student-Centered

 As a parent, your vote has the potential to 
dramatically impact your child’s education, as 
those elected will share in policy decisions that 

affect many aspects of student learning.  


